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view of subsequent events, that the greater part of the
Ministry with the Prince-President Louis Bonaparte
was secretly in favour of this course of action; but the
knowledge that on the whole the National Assembly
was sympathetic towards a sister republic and largely
anti-clerical in outlook prevented any open avowal.
In the meantime it was determined to send a "friendly"
force temporarily to occupy some part of the Italian
peninsular. The expedition under the command of
General Oudinot landed at Givita Vecchia; but the
Republic refused to regard the arrival of another
foreign army as in any sense friendly, and ordered its
advance to be resisted. General Oudinot, incensed at
this opposition, secured full control of Civita Vecchia
and marched at once on Rome, before the walls of
which he arrived at the end of April, 1849. But the
whole population rose against him, and in a bitter con-
flict on April 30th, successfully prevented him from
entering the city.
The news reached Paris on the same day that De
Lesseps arrived back from Madrid, and from the
diplomatists' gallery he was an eye-witness of the
stormy session of the National Assembly.
"A telegram from Italy had just come in stating
that General Oudinot, despite the declarations that had
been publicly made, had attacked Italy, or rather the
Roman Republic, and that the Government was gravely
compromised. There was a talk even of sending the
Prince-President to Vincennes, of turning out the
Ministry of course, and of giving strict injunctions for a
complete change of policy. The irritation was very
great in the Chamber, M. Ledru Rollin and the rest